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" Koinonia - 2016" {Annual Get Together)

Date October 3-6, 2016 Date 7 October, 2016, 9.45 AM Curtain Ralser  11* November 2016, 6.30 PM
Speaker  Rev.Dr. P.P.Thomas ChiefGuest  Rt, Rev. Joseph Mar Barnabas Episcopa MegaEvent 18 November 2016, 8.45 AM-4.30 PM
Venue St. Thomas Church, Ruwi vf’:‘fl mymﬁammk Excellence Award, Venue Paiace Frebes
Time 7.45 PM - 9.45 PM feted 25 years
In membership etc.
For church members only
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QENEWEL IN
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hen you and your family sit for a photograph you
hardly ever seem to come out looking like the ideal
family in the finished print. There are always flaws.
Dad’s tie does not match his suit. The gap in the
Juniors teeth stands out. Mom has her eyes closed.
The baby was just starting to cry. That's just the way
families are. We fail to measure up to the ideal in many
ways, But God has glven us a picture of His ideal family,
one that goes far beyond outward appearances, and
even reflects His refationship to His people. Marriage is
shared relationship of love and
commitment. The love in the
marrizge unites two individuals
as they are. Family is not a
human institution, it is a divine
institution. God, the Creator of
humanity and marriage has laid
out His plan for marriage as a
lifelong union. Marriage is the
first Institution created by God.
Today the structure of family |s
changing. So families are
breaking up and as a result
divarce cases are increasing.
Wiy it's happening?

Lack of Communication. This is

ad Sigiags amgay o meandia wjorfanys, Apea o] | one of the major reasons why
) M divorce happens. Distance s
5 o " 7 created guickly If you don't
share your feelings, don't tell
mqmm( % mu-p“mn o3 nhnl- ng mﬂﬁl afa” | your partner what's
f sk s sgge & pening, and keep your
EJW e .n l\l’ 4,,,-‘_ o feelings to  yourself. A
e famgle: faiT: 7 i i | relationship keeps the lines of
g agrivamglons MMMG\- @ aoElanirs. Soeant communication open.
as i ", - P Financial problems. Money talks and can make your
."ﬂ Ao mw" oS sa s ¢ gt life better or in some cases worse than you were. If
G pcioag s money becomes a consistent topic of disagreement,
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the road to divorce is certain.
Feefings. You may feel your marriage is holding you
back from achieving goals and taking cpportunities. If
your partner can't support you, then they don't
support the marriage.

Trust. Do you really trust your spouse? Trust is one of
the leading factors in having & successful relationship
and marriage. Your marriage Is unlikely to survive if
you don‘t brust your spouse.

When aren’t
met, it can put a strain on the relationship. This leads
to @ personality conflict use one or the other
spouse won't bend to sacrifice their time and comfort.
Needs and desires. It's commaon knowledge that we all
have different needs and wants. A partner who won't
acknowledge your Interests and desires won't go the
distance to fulfill your needs and wants,

Fhysical and emotional abuses, Lastly, if you've been
in a situation where your partner has been abusive or
controlling in any manner, discuss this rationally with
your spouse. If need be, contact a trusted family,
friend, or your attorney about this matter.

Insecurity. Jealousy and Insecurity can lead to fights,
and each other's put a dent
inte trust and your relationship meving forward.
Changes in lifestyle. Couples that can't compromise
and meet in the middle are unable to adapt to new
changes and be together in harmony. Religicus and
cultural differences. Religious beliefs and cuktural
wvalues can cause conflict, which affects the way you
live your life and raise your children. If you aren’t
committed to adapting and practicing these values,
this can be an ultimate deal breaker,

QD study

THE AMILY

Rev. Titus Thomas [ Vicar 5t. Pauls MTC, Ghala)

Therefore a renewal is essential in the family life. So 1
would like to recollect the essential elements of family
as recorded in the scripture.

1, Family:- God's creation

Famnilies are close to God's heart. In fact, they were His
idea in the first place, From the beginning, when God
created man, He said, “It is not good for man to be
alone,” so He created woman as a “help-meet, suitable
for him*. Then, He blessed
them and told them, "Be
fruitful, and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue It*,
Even after they fell into sin,
God continued with His plan
for families, and even spoke
prophetically of the salvation
that would come through the
seed of the woman. Later,
after the Flood, He reiterated
His plan to Noah and his sons,
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and
fill the earth”, God continued
His plan when He chose
Abraham and miraculousty
gave him a son in his old age.
And so it goes, all the way
down to the "fullness of time,
when He sent farth His Son®
to be born in human flesh, to
live and te die for the people
He Himself had created. So
God is the architecture and

bullder of the family.

2. Family:- The place to experience the beauty of
relationship

The seripture says God created man out of the dust and
blew Into his nostrils the breath of life. God provided
him @ perfect environment to live. The blew of God
indicates that the life of God made human being a
living creature. It also indicated the refationship of
human being with God. Again Genesis says God said, it
is mot good that the man should be alone. Then he
created Eve from the rib of Adam, Then Adam sald
“this is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh™,
Here God designate the Importance of intimate
refationship between the husband and wife in the
family. Scripture again says * a man leaves his father
and mother and clings to his wife and they become one
flesh®™. This does not mean to stay away from their
parents. After the marriage he supposad to sustain the
obligations to his parents. Love s at the heart of the
family. All humans have the need to love and to be
loved; the family is normally the place where love |s
expressed, Love is the close personal blending of
physical and mental togetherness. It includes privacy,

intimacy, sharing, belonging, and caring. The
atmosphere of real love is one honesty,
patience, and i Such  love

does not happen automatically; |t requires  constant
daily effort by each family member, Loving families
share activities and express a great deal of gratitude for
one another, Love takes time, affection, and a positive
attitude, Strong families have a sense of loyalty and
devotion toward family members. The family sticks
together. They stand by each other during times of
trouble.

Conclusion

In this busy world our prioeities have been changed,
There may be little time to spare with your children and
spouses. Family get together and visits have become
very rare. Sunday school classes and youth meetings
are often replaced by coaching classes. Now most of
the families have no time to pray. Remember the
family that prays together, stays together will grow and

flourish together. Hushand, wife and children are like
the strings of musical instruments. If it synchronized
properly it will preduce harmonious tunes. So let us
submit our family to be an agent to transmit the
blessings to the generations.

For church members only
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Parish Day

Chief Guest  Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Barnabas Episcopa

Koinonia - 2016

(Annual Get Together)
Curtain Raiser
11* November 2016, 6.30 PM

Mega Event
18" November 2016, 8.45 AM - 4.30 PM

Food stalll

Dearfy beloved In Christ,

(mmmiwklmmuel.onn,w;uuﬂy
do | seek: that | may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the
beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his
temple” Pslam27:4.

The first edition of “Logos” for the year
2016-17 in new look and content s now in
your hand. It is our earnest desire that this
edition live up to your expectation with
meaningful reading. Mar Thoama Church in
Oman is the mother parish of all Mar Thoma
parishes in the Sultanate of Oman and Its
indeed a privilege and honor for all of us to be
proud members of such a blessed parish. Let
us humble ourselves in praise to our Lord
Almighty as we continue to be led under His
care and providence this year as well. We
have initiated visa processing for our newly
appointed Asst, Vicar Rev. Johnson Varghese,
Solicit earnest prayer from all members in this
regard so that Achen join us here at the
earfiest. Let me extend my sincere gratitude
to our Vicar Rev. lackson leseph for his able
leadership and pastoral care, especially in the
absence of Asst. Vicar in our church, a brief
period at Ghala and Salalah Parishes while the
transfer process of vicars in these parishes was
in progress. | would also ke to extend
heartfelt gratitude to Rev. T. Babu and Rev.
Titus Thomas for their wholehearted support
to our parish. On behalf of the Kaishtana
Samithl, | thank you all for the warm welcome
extended to us during recent house visit.

The world around us Is changing fast and It ks
changing for the worse. The ever increasing
greed of mankind has caused irreversible
damage to Planet Earth and put the world in
turmoil and distress. Nature turns its fury on
mankind for the exploitation meted on it for
centuries. On one side the capitalist countries

. “From the Desk of Parish Secretary

There s value for everything under the sky
except for human lives. Today, religion, caste,
sect, creed and color of skin has more
Impaortance than humanity.

‘We live in an air of uncertainty. Our region in
particular is passing through an economic
meltdown, causing distress in many lves. s
this the world God created in his grand plan
for mankind to live in fellowship? Who can
save the mankind from this crisis? Man's basic
needs have not changed, Mankind is still in
need of a savior and Jesus Christ is the only
way. Our thinking may hawe changed, but
Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and
forever, Nothing in our life ls worth
compromising our Lord. Being faithful to Him
Is our highest call and greatest honor. Our
forefathers turned to Lord when In crisis and
He blessed their generations, the blessing we
experfence in our lives even today. It s our
call now to turn to Lord and submit our lives in
His hand, so that our generations be blessed
100, Let us shed our inhibitions, shake us out
from the addiction to the virtual world of
social media, the spoiling comforts of modern
times, and surrender ourselves at the feet of
our Graceful and ever forgiving Lord for He is
the only answer for everything that concerns us,
Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Barnabas Eplscopa, our
Diocesan Bishop, will be on His Lordship’s first
official visit to our Parish from 29" Sept — 7
Oct 2016. Let us all join together in extending
a hearty welcome to Barnabas Thirumeni.
Upcoming major programmes of the parish
for the next quarter are highlighted on this
page,

Salicit your wholehearted prayer, support and
participation to make all the programs a
grand success.

Love and Prayers,

For Samithi

gleefully p i
mankind while on the other side millions die
of famine, drought, flood and starvation.

meant for entire

Parish Convention

Date : October 3-6, 2016

Time « 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Speaker Rev. Dr. P. P. Thomas
Venue s St. Thomas Church, Ruwi

For church members only
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A meditation bosed ow FJolse G: 5, 7-9.

Thaemas Jacob

“5 When Jesus looked up and sow o great crowd coming toward him, hnﬂwmw

‘shail we buy bread for these people”, 7

mmmwmmmuuanxmqwmm

Simon Peter's b

“p, 9 “Here Is @ boy

[fish, but how for will they po among so many?*

V..
® know the contaxt of this verse. Jasus
seaing @ big crowd came to understand that

. thay are hungry and they noed food. Food,

elothing and shelter are the primary needs of
any human baing, Jesus is sufficient not only
for our spiritual needs, but he is our lord who
aras for our physical neads too, Here wa can
see 8 loving Jesus who wants to feed his
pocple. But ona thing we should always
understand is that, for Jesus 1o act he needs
the suppart of disciples and his followars,
lJesus is looking for people who will be able to
work with him, Jasus s leoking for arms and
Bejzs b winrk with him and walk with.

As bediavers, it Is our duty to ba helaing hands
almighty. What & that we are
suppasad to do as Christians to help the lord
in his mission? If we ook very close at the
characters in this mnl \w an undamand

we
exh one of them haw lhe\f behaved and Iet

for the lord
Nov-2016
Cancer Awareness 5
o
. A% Friday enassie, Yuvajana Sakhyam
. 1% Prid 2 ¥
2 Dy
* 24* - Thursday Prayer Edavaka Mission
. 25" Friday v

Andraw: - First let 15 loak at Andrew, how he
reacted 1o the need of the situation, When he
saw the necessity he acted positively. What
‘was that Andrew did or what was his response
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1. He started kooking for a solution - The first
quaity we should have is an initiative to look
for @ solution. Jesus can work only through
people who take positive steps. Most of time
we sit back and lament at problems, we say |
can't handle t, | can't carry It, | car't da It, and
| can't deal with it. May be, but remember,
when we face such situations and if it is
difficult for us to carry on, believe that our god
s capable, he tells 15 every mament, | can do
it for you. Always remember that our
prablems are not bigger than our God, If we
commit cur problems into the hands of our
lord and take the initiative to look for a
solution alang with god surely we will be
successful. But most of the time we are
indifferent, like Philip. He showed an
indifferant and inactive attitude. Indifference
will mot bring solutions but chaos, Most
poople behave in the way how Philip reacted
1o the siuation. They find excuses to stand as
stumbling block  to  solutions.  Always
remember that sur act of indifference may kill
{destroy} u:hm, h will oaly add fusl far aur
failure and

Mr, Eli Wisal, awr\f Famnw writer and winner
of Nobel peace prize of the 1985 gquoted
indifferance in this way,
“The opposite of love &
Indifferance”

“The opposite of beauty is not ugliness but
Indiffarance”

“The npnnu‘lg of faith is not unbelief but
Indiffera

“The npmsim of dfe i not death but
Indifference”

“There i only one bitter enemy for human
belngs  other than frustration, it s
indifference” Indifference can kill aff the
talents what human belngs have. Here Phillp
was indifferent to the need of the crowd. Most
of the time we also behave the way as Phillp
did isn't it?

2. The Second Cluality of Andrew is that he
saw the possbilities in the midst of
impassibilities.

He looked around and found aut that a small

not hatred but
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ving 5 loaves of bread and 2 fishes.
Andrew saw a possibllity there. He looked into
the hand of a young bey, Andrew teaches usa
Ibig lesson here, “never neglect the younger
generation” he told lesus that | met a boy who
is having something in his hand. Dear fellow
Believers the younges generations are having
the solution to meet the problems of
tomarrow, It aur duty and respansibility ta
equip them. Dear children the answer to the
questions of the 243t century s in your hand.
Loak inta your hand and reallze that you can
Ba a helping hand to support, to sohve the

ehildren you have something in your hand, God
Want you to act positivedy.

Andraw saw the potentiality of that boy and his
resources. 5o many other disciples might have
saen that, but they neglocted i, thinking that it
is nathing, they saw the impossibilities but
Andraw saw the possibities. We should change
our outlook; we shauld change our perception
about the world. We are suppasad change our
outiook and enjoy today along with Jesus.

3. Andrew Introduced the by to fesus: Andrew
gat this good quality of introducing othars to
Jesus. Here we learn that he introduced the boy
to Jesus, Wa should be ready to introduce
others to Jesus. By looking at the ardinary
peaple we neglect tham, but remember that
Jesus can change any situation, we neglect
commen peopls, but the creator knaws who
they are. It is our duty to intreduce people to
Jesus. There is immense potentiafity hidden in
i th

v ings. e
Lord, they will lead the world. The atiitude of
Andrew was that Lord | don't know i it can salve
the problem, but | know ene thing, what is hare
in the hands of this boy will surely contribute to
solve the Esue here. | request yau Loed to have
a look at it, When Jesus touched the food, it
became a feast to 5000 peaple.
4. The boy: we were laoking st Andrew, now; let
us look #t the boy, Nothing is said abaut his
parents, means he must have come alone, Why
did he come alene? His parenits must have been
busy or there must been  some
incorvenience for them. Even then they
persuaded the boy to go and attend the
meating, Dear parents even i you are busy,
Illeae sand waur chlldmn o chul:h Thay send
the boy equipped with food and twid him to
shane with others. We should teach our children
to share their resources with others, | feel there
were so many others who were having Btthe
packats of food with tham, but thay were not
ready to share, thay might have hidden it whan
Andrew approached them. But this boy gave
what he had to jesus and it helped him and
others. What was the attitude of the boy, his
obedience, he obeyed his parents he cheyed
what Andrew asked him to do and submitted
whatever he was having to Jesus. Secsuse of his
obedience and submission, 3 miracle happened,
the limited resources became  immense
potentiality, what was just sufficient for today
became left owers and were sufficient for
tomermrow. Send our children equipped, send
owr children to serve the lord, teach our
children to be useful for others. Little is much if
Jnsus is with you.
5. What is in our hand: The boy said | have this
in my hand, today every fime when we go to
church, when we pray, God & asking us the
same guestion, what do you have in your
nds? Are we contributors or just spectators.
This question was asked Lo various people in
human history. When Mahstma Gandhi was
pushed out of the train, which was meant for
whites, this question was asked to him, what is
there in your hand to fight against this
Inequaltty. When Mother Theresa came to the
eity of joy 8s a school teacher, by looking &t the
plight of the poar slum dwellers, this question
was ashed to her, what i there in your hand to
improve the |We condition of these people
When so mary pecple were dying because of
the attack of mad dogs and rabses this question
wias asked to Louis Pasteur what i there in your
hand to help these dying pesple. And this
question was asked to thousancs of peopls in
the past and s many of them contriuted, We
ane here today because of so many people who
lived before us answered this question
positively. What is our response o this
question? Do we realize that we have
something in our hands? Do we realize that fact
that if we give the littho that wa are having it will
change the world? We should know what we
have, we should tell Jesus that god | have this for
you, you gve what you have and it will be &
blessing for us and others.
E. Jesus gave thanks: - Jesus toaok the bread in

needs of tamorrow. The stery that boy
tall us is that, | gave my lunch to Jesus and he
gave me eternal Ble. Dear children give
whitewer you haws in your hand o Jesus, He
will comwert you into a problem soher; he can
change you to becoma a provider Opar
beligvers there is hidden iemt In the hands of
our children, It is owr duty a5 a church to find
that out, encourage them, to bring them to
Jesus and make them contributors. Dear

prayad, we should
have a habit of glving thanks. Thal\t the lord for
everything that we have, an attitude of
gratitude. When Jesus gave thanks and prayed,
5 loaves of bread and two small fish was
sufficient for 5000 men. We shousd thank the
Lord for the small things that we have. Those
who are trust worthy of small things will be
entrusted with immense potentiality.
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Human VUs. Digital: A Reality Check

G’%m in the comloriably plush sir-conditioned
room, in front of the laptop, whilst holding the
smartphane on ene hand and trying to connect the flash
drive with the ather, | suddenly remember Uitron, from
the mowvie The Avengers, prodaiming ™ou're all
puppets, tangled in slrlm Surrounded a8 around by
gadgats, | o . A
we on Or does the
with all jts "Latest Upgrade’
depends on us? Can we
survive without the smart
devices for long? Are we
indoed PuppEts o
technalagy!

Locking back to the time
when Memory' was more
about momenits and less
about G2 & ME and ‘Lika’
suggested fondness and not 3 [ifeless Thumbs-up, the
reafization stuck out Be 8 sore thumb that human had
vastly moved on, Gane are the days of simplicty - ssmale
comversatians, heartfelt celebrations, walting for a phone
call or even dancing on winning the simpe game of
tic-tac-tae. We have evoled|

Like Guinea Pigs on wheel, we have raced past humanity
In search of excellence. Sestling for just ‘good-anough” Is
all passé, we are the generatian of believers in ‘Nathing
brut the besz'. We seek innovation that captisres our imagi-
nation to turn tham to reality, With 30 pen and printar,
Rome would have indeed been built in & day. We sesk the
et leved of experiance, where even Involuntary activity
like sieeping needs to be Real-Time” felt and recorded.
There is an apg for everything. You don't feel fike running,
Samsung Gear 2 will bombard you with motivational
alarm tunes to stay fit. You want to measure how much
vou have walked, put on the Google Glass. We need
perfection in each and every task we have so long
parformed, If we are building spps snd Al to provide
humanly axperiance, wo make sure that the experienca I
real as real it can get Sophia, the latest Al product by
Hansan Robotics, 15 a far cry from the evil looking Asimo
[tho Famous rabat of the 2000). Saphia, with har humanky
Peature s miot just a beiliany le of
technlcal performance, but Is undeubtedly parfection at
its best.

These days, Smart is no more & complimentary adjective,
but more of a common noun, If you are nat *“Smart” or
“Smart’ly endowed, you are equal to Stone Age, dead
and historic. When Cannectivity Is the name of the game,
and Automation it the game changer, feelings fall to
triviality while reason, intelligence and logic take the
front row. Emotions are plain emafis and faw files of data
on your maobe, We strive day in and day out to be

Boby Sam Samiuel
modemn, excellent, connected, fast in perfarmance and
perfect, at the cost of emotions, judgment, sense and
soralbdties; In short we strive to transform Into @
machine. As Andrew Mchfee in his Harvard Susiness
Review Blog puts it, “As the amount of data goes up, the
Impertance of human judgment should go down.”

We sre at the verge of leaving humanity behind. When we
ned @ yes to autcmation, we fall to measure the risk of
replace-ability. But are we ready to be replaced? Are we
ready to gve it all wp o
machine and robots  and
remaove every trace of human-
kind from Earth?

Unitil we are nat, all we need is
a technology that ks mare

| Ity is the need of the hour. Itis
fime, we wse technology to
complement us and not annihi-
Iste cur exlstence from the Earth, A robotic arm should
miake it easy for the worker 1o pust the pie, and not ke
away the thef's jab of baking. Technalogy shauld be used
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to celebeate our histary, our and i

bexause it is we, who have the power to Imagine and
create a Watsan (IBM's 1st Robot)...a Watson can never
create another Watsan.
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e Yat, criticize each olher.
fowers Filends? Wi ore they?
This s They ane tha pecole.
i, you will lve happiy

witheul,
The birds
scraamed, AN o,
This ek wars The fiowers blocmed,
block. Ths frees graw,
Tha sun ravalvad The birds sang,
around the eath.  thg ydes were biue,
frght wasDar, g garih revaived
White was biack. oround the sun,
Evoryining was Beignt was bright
ipps And yes,
All hurreans look White was white.
the same

-Proisy Ponnachan
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The Story of the Garden of Eden

SWEETA VARGHESE

The bible is the only book that provides
answers to all guestions that arlse in a human
mind. When reading the story of creation, a
few questions that arise in most of cur minds
are that, according to the bible God made
man In his own image then why Is it that we
say that god is not visible to the naked eyes of
man and that he can be seen only as a bright
light? Similarly, man himself is a creation of
God then why did God choose man to be the
ruler of all creations? Another question that
arises when we further go down Into the
story is that woman was created out of man,
Why? Why did God take a rib of man to create
woman and no other part?

God always has an outstanding explanation
for all that he does; which he shows us
through the Bible. In the story of creation,
Gen 1:26 says , We will create human beings
In our resemblance” that means just like God
and his angels we have cne head, two hands,
two |egs and one body. But we cannot see
this in God himself because of his holiness.
According to science, every human body
preduces an aura. This aura radiates itself
depending on the energy filled in us and
according to the intensity of the positivity and
negativity of the human body the colour of
the aura changes from brightness to
darkness. Auras also affect the surroundings
In which it is radiated. God's aura is full of
positivity. He is so pure, so holy, so divine and
sa filled with positive energy that his aura
radiates out of him like a bright morning star.
This light Is so strong that It blinds the vision
of any human eyes that tries to see through it
His love for us from the time of creation till
today is so great; not because he wants us to
worship him but because he created us with
his own hands and because of this, we are to
worship him, Man was not created like the

KEZIAH ELIZABETH JOHNSON
Topper in Omen, Cammerce Stresm
CBSE X1I Final Exam 2016

Secretary
» Trustee: a
Baby 5am Samuel

other creations. Gen 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24 says
all creations was created by the command of
God. But in case of man, Gen 2:7says he took
soil from the ground and made man with his
own hands. A creation made by God's own
hands certainly will be the most prefect
creation of all, and also the most favourite
creation of all. 50 he considered his most
perfect creation to be the right choice to look
after all his other creations.

God loved his special creation so much that
he couldn't stand the sight of him being sad.
He wanted to give man the best and most
perfect companion that would make him
happy and feel complete. So he created
woman out of man so that she becomes a
perfect match. Gen 2:22 says God created
woman out of a rib taken from man. God
could have created her from any other
substance Just llke he created man, but he
considered choosing the rib because he
thought that If he creates woman out of man
himself, he will value and love her more than
anything else as she actually is a part of his
own body. God wanted to give him a friend to
whom he can share all that was there in his
heart and so the rib became the best choice
as the anything that happens to the heart is
first known by the rib that covers it. 5o he
created woman from man’s rib to show him
that she is equal to him and is a part of him
itself and so he is supposed to hold her close
to his chest and replace her for the missing
rib. This is the reason why Gen 2:23 says you
are the bone of my bene and flesh of my flesh
and so | call you woman”,

Even today, God loves man so much that that
he still provides him all that is necessary for
him to develop himself In his relation with
God. But we human beings are so selfish we
never understand or care for his love, We
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consider worship as or duty or responsibility
and not our love or feeling for God. For every
hurdle that comes our way we blame God
without realising that he is standing right
beside us to help us face the problem. The
story of the Garden of Eden teaches us that
now it is time to look back and see the
goodness of God and say like Job "God gave

and God took back, may his name be
glorified”,

God has been good from the very beginning
and tlll today he is patiently waiting for us to
understand him. So now Its up to us whether
to love him or to keep him as a part of our
daily schedule.
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Now here s something at least some of us
have well thought out, how about considering
this as a question. Many of us call ourselves
saved. It is because we believe that we are
saved by the blood of Christ through faith,
Now the point to ponder is, once saved
always saved? Do we remain saved
irrespective of what we do? When we call
ourselves saved does it mean we get
salvation? What about our life after being
saved? Can we forfeit our salvation by our
deeds after we are saved? Consider this
illustration: Imagine that you are walking on
the beach and you hear a man calling out to
be saved from the water. As you know
swimming and are considerate about the life
of the person, you rescue him. As you begin
to walk away, you hear the shout for help and
see the man in the water again. Thinking that
he has made a mistake, again you go and
rescue him. You walk away and you see the
man jump into the water again ...

Do you recognize the similarity? Can you
repeat the same sins and keep asking for
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Now comes the guestion what Is meant by
saved?

Saved means the salvation is complete and
you are restored to the perfect Image of
Christ. When we stand by his side there will
not be a difference. Only those who are in the
Son's likeness will inherit the kingdom and
live in the new city for eternity.

Now for reflection.. Can we say we are
saved..? We could say we are in the process of
being saved. This is a continuous process but
never complete or finished. At this point the
truth of the fact is that we could lose our
salvation even at the gates of heaven..It is
mentioned in  lohn Bunyan's Pillgrims
progress.... "Then | saw that there was a way
to hell, even from the gates of heaven”

The main paint in this is, once we are in the
process of being saved It is even more easy to
lose salvation completely to the point of no
return as given in Hebrews &4-6 * It is

Alware saved

Rani Mathew

impossible for those who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,who
have tasted the goodness of the word of God
and the powers of the coming age and who
have fallen away, to be brought back to
repentance.”

It is also given in Hebrews 10: 26-31 If we
deliberately keep on sinning after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, no
sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire
that will consume the enemies of God.”

In simple words if a believer keeps on sinning,
the sins cease to have sacrifice, we will lose
salvation. 2 Peter 2: 20-21

* If they have escaped the corruption of the
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and are again entangled in it and are
overcome, they are worse off at the end than
they were at the beginning.”

Jesus promises salvation to those who
endure till the end...Mathew 24:13

“But th h th will be saved
There are many passages that speak of how
Christians can fall away especlally towards
the end times. It could be due to tribulation,
by being hated by others, influences of false
prophets, due to lawlessness decrease of love
to one another etc.,

We are never perfectly sinless during our
life’s journey. But, we gradually grow in
righteousness with a daily life of obedience.
We put forth cooperative effort with the
spirit. This effort is through a changed heart
with new desires to obey God. Our battle with
sin will be a lifelong endeavour.

S0, In our life’s journey we could backslide
but with the help of the counselor,the Spirit
we will be able to move forward If we listen
te Him and hold on to the promise In
Phippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
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